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I recall the climax of I* Affaire" he wrote, following
the death of Dreyfus, " the most potent of all its
thronging memories is that for my friends and
myself existence ceased to count. We would have
sacrificed ourselves without hesitation or effort in
behalf of what we thought to be truth and justice.
-Doubtless also, with more reluctance, we would have
immolated the men who barred the road to justice
and truth.951

Until the rise of National Socialism under Adolf
Hitler, the condemnation of Dreyfus marked the
highest tide of modern anti-Semitism. The move-
ment had its spring in Germany, largely as a con-
sequence of the financial crisis of 1873. The ruthless
exaction of the French indemnity had been avenged
by a fury of speculation in Germany, and the
resultant Krach was ascribed to Hebrew promoters.
At once the crusade spread abroad, notably to
Austria-Hungary and Russia. Last to be invaded
was France* During 1886 Edouard Drumont
launched the attack with a ribald memoir entitled
La France juive ; six years later he founded an anti-
Semite newpspaer, Libre Parole* He was equipped
with a numerous following by the scandal of the
Panama Canal Company, which had been incor-
porated in 1879 under the laws of France, with
Ferdinand de Lesseps as president- Gigantic stock
issues were floated. Construction began in 1882
and continued until 1887, Two years later the
enterprise became bankrupt- The exposure of 1892
proved that its management had been signalized
* Lion Blums Souvenirs sur t* Affaire, 1935.